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Dr. Leah Goldman 
Office: Old Main 204C 

Office Hours: Weds 10-12, Thurs 2:45-3:45 
All office hours meetings take place on Zoom 

lgoldman@washjeff.edu 
 

HIS 315: Cultural Construction in the Soviet Empire 
Midterm Project Assignment 

 
Overview 
The goal of this assignment is to explore an aspect of Soviet cultural empire through research, 
analysis, and written argumentation, while building your digital humanities skills. Your task is to 
work with a partner on a topic of your choice to create a webpage that presents your topic in 
depth. You will then take on the role of Soviet officials and give a brief presentation followed by 
a Q&A, in which you make your case for the value of your topic to the project of Soviet empire. 
This assignment has a lot of room built in for you to approach it in your own way. Please be 
creative and have fun! 
 
Instructions 
1. Choose a topic and a partner. You must let me know who you are working with and what 
you will be working on by Wednesday, Sept. 23. You may select: 
 

• An object, such as a traditional craft, like a rug, a teapot, or a musical instrument, or a 
traditional item of clothing, like a veil, embroidered shirt, or folk costume 

 

• A genre, such as literature, poetry, folk tales, folk music (or a particular song), folk 
dance, a traditional style of theatrical or musical performance, or a traditional festival  

 

• An institution, such as a school or university, a union, a theater, a museum, or a 
monument commemorating an important person or event 

 

• A policy, such as korenizatsiia (indigenization), the creation of an autonomous region, 
standardization of a language or writing system, or an anti-religious campaign 

 

• Something else!  
 
2. Connect with Librarian Kelly Helm. Find at least three sources. This includes one primary 
source and two secondary sources. One of your sources may be assigned for this class, but the 
other two you must find on your own. 
 
3. Create your webpage. The text should be 1000-1200 words long. You should discuss the 
origins of your chosen object, genre, institution, or policy, as well as its evolution under Soviet 
power. You must also make an argument for how this particular cultural product strengthened 
Soviet power. Your webpage should include some form of media. You can embed an image, a 
sound file, a YouTube video, or all three! Finally, your webpage must have a bibliography, 
formatted using The Chicago Manual of Style. 
 



 2 

4. Give a 10-minute presentation of your work in class. You are welcome to write out a script 
or improvise from notes—whatever is most comfortable for you. Remember that you are 
speaking to your colleagues on the Central Committee and plan accordingly! At the end, they 
will get five minutes for Q&A. In your presentation, be sure to explain your chosen topic and 
situate it in its historical context. Most importantly, make a clear statement of you argument and 
back it up with evidence. I encourage you to refer to your webpage, too. 
 
Submission and Presentation 
You don’t need to turn in anything on paper for this project! When you publish your webpage, 
that will count as your submission. WordPress will time stamp it, so I know you’ve done your 
work on time.  

*The deadline for publishing your webpage is Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 10pm* 
We will do Midterm Presentations in class on Wednesday, Oct. 14. 
 
Good luck!!! 
 
 


